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Hold Trygstad to terms of lease

hose who have been following the
“Homestead Resort” controversy
may recall that the assembly voted to
lease Victor Trygstad a 320-acre par-
cel of public land in the Butte.

The lease was to have 13 conditions to
guarantee the property would actually be
used for a Jack Nicklaus-designed 18-hole
golf course.

After all of the effort and money spent on
this issue over the past year, Trygstad has
again been successfully lobbying the as-
sembly to disregard all previous testimony
and sell him the land outright.

Now, Doyle Holmes has said he will in-
troduce an ordinance to do just that.
Trygstad has been using the “golf course”
angle to get non-competitive access to the
property.

What started out as a public resort with
hay rides, sleigh rides, wealthy Japanese
tourists, and glass-domed railroad cars
coming through Palmer, changed to a pri-
vate members-only country club after the
Planning Commission approved a lease
with the 13 conditions.

Jim Courtney

He still has not provided a resumé, plans
or any financial documents the Planning
Comumission requested nearly a year ago.
Why should anybody believe he will be
able to raise the millions of dollars it would
cost just to design the golf course? Real
banks and investors, unlike the assembly,
won't fork over hard assets whenever
someone feeds them meaningless market-
ing drivel. Without the lease, he keeps the
land if he can’t (or won't) get financing.
That would be equivalent to a non-compet-
itive outright sale based on nothing other
than fluff.

It appears the assembly wants Trygstad,
and Trygstad only, to have the parcel for
whatever use, regardless of public input.
Some justify not applying any logical
thought processes by stating it's just their

inate philosophy to get all land into pri
hands. I noticed Larry DeVilbiss rece
voted against a land sale to an organiz:
that has a record of cruelty to animals.

hope that Larry will see fit to apply
same thought processes for the sake ¢
human friends. There may be some re:
ing by the assembly somewhere, bu
definitely not the interests of the pe
that are being considered.

I don’t believe Trygstad will sign
thing that doesn’t give him the parce
and clear. I don't think he ever had ar
tention of signing a lease. Therefore, I
he should be held to the lease. If he
sign it, the parcel should be rezont
recreational. If the assembly must sell
philosophical reasons, a compet
process is the only one that’s acceptal
the public. If he does sign the lease an
tually completes the project, I'll ea
words, sell my house for big bucks
move somewhere that hasn’t been scr

up yet.

Jim Courtney lives in the Butte.




